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175th Committee

Steve Montgomery and Clay County 
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For more information and Camden Point History:
http://www.camdenpoint.wordpress.com/

The Story of Oscar Holland: 
We also share the story of Oscar Holland (1830-1912), one of a number of Confederate 
veterans buried in the “new” Camden Point cemetery. Reprinted by Platte County Historical 
Society, his story was originally found in the Weston Chronicle of March 1, 1912.

“Oscar Holland, who died in St. Joseph last Thursday night and who was buried here 
yesterday, was in reality a citizen of no country. For the past fifty years he had not 
voted, and he had never taken an oath of allegiance following the surrender of the 
Confederate armies, refusing to be ‘reconstructed.’

Mr. Holland served through the Civil War in a Virginia regiment and went to 
Mexico following the surrender at Appomatox with Col. Jo Shelby to aid in securing 
Mexican independence and was one of the last survivors of the little band that saw 
Maximillian executed following France’s desertion from the cause of the Austrian. 
After a residence in Mexico he returned to the United States, but, as stated, he never 
became a citizen under the new order of things. In addition to his service in the 
Confederate army he served in the Mexican war...In 1854 he came to Platte County 
and bought the farm which he owned at the time of his death.”

For additional reading:
“Bashi-Bazouks and Rebels Too: Action at Camden Point” - article by Scott A. Porter
Missouri Rebels Remembered: Si Gordon and John Thrailkill - James W. and John W. Farley
“Gone and Forgotten, Pleasant Grove Cemetery and Church” - Lu Durham and Irma Miller
“The Half Not Told” - Preston Filbert (Civil War in Northwest Missouri)
1897 “Annals of Platte County, Missouri” - W.M. Paxton
Platte County History Illustrated - Matthew Silber

Special Thanks:



Procession to Monument 

Flag Raised

Welcome to Pleasant Grove

History of Camden Point Battle 

Bios of six men killed 

“Why we Gather: Camden Point” 
James L. Speicher

“Wearing of the Grey” 

Gun Salute 

Prayer 

Closing Remarks and Dismissal

James L. Speicher served thirty-one years in the U.S. Army. 
A former Green Beret, he worked as a deputy professor and 
military science and mobilization officer for the Army Reserve 
Personnel Center, where he assembled hundreds of reservists 
for Operation Desert Storm. In addition to earning a B.A. 
in history from the Citadel, Speicher obtained his A.A.S. 
in law enforcement, which led to his becoming a SWAT 

team member. He has acquired advanced degrees from Wayne University and 
Webster University and is a certified master scuba diving instructor. He is the 
author of the Sumter Flying Artillery, a non-fiction book about a number of 
Confederate men who made up a large artillery battery under General Robert 
E. Lee. He is also the Camp Commander for the Thomas J. Key  Camp (Sons 
of Confederate Veterans).

About the guest speaker

Memorial Service Schedule
The Camden Point Battle 
It was a dangerous time for the people of Platte County in1864. As Missouri had been under 
a state of martial law since 1861, citizens understood that defiance (or suspected defiance) to 
the federal authorities could mean fines, being disenfranchised, imprisoned or worse. Despite 
this, many people of this region (also known as “Little Dixie” because of early Southern 
settlement) would not easily submit...

Meanwhile, over concerns of a Paw-Paw Rebellion in Northwestern 
Missouri, a detachment of Federal troops crossed the Missouri River on 
July 13, 1864, and occupied Platte County Missouri. At this time, a 
Confederate Force of approximately 200-300 men was organizing and 
encamped at Camden Point under Colonel J.C. Thornton. As a picnic 
was being held in a pasture on the north side of town, a detachment of 
the 2nd Colorado Cavalry and 15th Kansas Cavalry (300-400 soldiers 
commanded by Col. Ford and Jennison), ambushed Thornton’s force. 
Six Confederate soldiers, Lieutenant Alamarine Hardin and Privates, 
Richard Alvis (Olvis), Jasper Clements, Robert McCormick, Jesse Myles, 

and Andrew Smith were killed at the fight (buried at Pleasant Grove). However, according 
to Federal reports, around 15 men were lost to the Confederates, with one loss to the Union 
(Private Flannagan). Ammunition, weapons, and gunpowder were captured, Camden Point 
was burned, and Maj. McCluer and Dr. Thomas are recorded as being executed at their homes. 
The Federals would later move to Platte City and burn the town a second time during the war 
(the town, including the courthouse, was burned in 1861).

The “Protect Missouri” battle flag, given to Col. Thornton by the ladies of Camden Point, was 
captured and now resides at the Colorado State Historical Society. Ex-Confederate soldiers of 
Platte County, led by Dr. E. McDowell Coffey, placed a memorial to the Confederates killed 
in the engagement at the Pleasant Grove Cemetery in 1871. This memorial is the third oldest 
Confederate memorial west of the Mississippi River. The Camden Point battle is significant as 
it effectively disrupted Thornton’s increasing ability to control the area and rally support for 
General Stirling Price’s later invasion in the Autumn of 1864.

About the Camden Point Battle Flag (pictured on front): 
The following information appeared in the Dec. 15, 1905 edition of the Dearborn Democrat. 
The flag is frayed and faded, but still retains its individuality. At least half of it was 
made from the wedding gown of Major Kuykendal’s wife, who died seven years ago. 
The wedding gown was of cream silk, and upon this was embroidered in wavering lines: 
“Protect Missouri.” It was intended that the flag should be returned to the women who 
made it, but they are all long since dead. 
Platte County, Missouri, furnished 2,000 men to the Southern ranks and at the latter 
part of the war, when Col. J.C. Thornton’s regiment of recruits was raised, the flag was 
presented to it. Major Kuykendal was acting Adjutant of the regiment, General West, 
then Captain West, commanded Company F of the Second Colorado, which went into 
action against a portion of Thornton’s regiment at Camden Point. It was there that the 
flag was captured. 

John C. 
Thornton


