
     Major W. L. Kuykendal of Saratogo, Wy., formerly of Platte County, Missouri, the Confederate veteran to whom a 
tattered battle flag, captured from his regiment by the Union Army, was presented a few days ago in Denver, Col., was 
in St. Louis yesterday. The Major is on his way to Hot Springs for his health.

    The tattered and faded Confederate flag was presented to Major Kuykendal by General George West, the Union 
veteran who captured it. The flag was taken at Camden Point, Mo., on July 17, 1864. While the transfer of the flag 
has grown out of a request made by Congress that all Confederate flags by returned to the South, yet it was almost a 
matter of sentiment between the two veterans, at one time enemies, but now the staunchest of friends.

     The flag is frayed and faded, but still retains its individuality. At least half of it was made from the wedding gown 
of Major Kuykendal’s wife, who died seven years ago. The wedding gown was of cream silk, and upon this was 
embroidered in wavering lines: “Protect Missouri.” It was intended that the flag should be returned to the women who 
made it, but they are all long since dead.

     Platte County, Missouri, furnished 2,000 men to the Southern ranks and at the latter part of the war, when Col. 
J.C. Thornton’s regiment of recruits was raised, the flag was presented to it. Major Kuykendal was acting Adjutant of 
the regiment, General West, then Captain West, commanded Company F of the Second Colorado, which went into 
action against a portion of Thornton’s regiment at Camden Point. It was there that the flag was captured.

     It was by the merest chance that Major Kuykendal learned that the flag was in existence. He 
saw a small item in the Denver paper to the effect that General West had presented the flag to the 
Capitol building, with the understanding that he could get it back at any time. Major Kuykendall 
got into correspondence with General West and that led to the presentation of the flag in Denver.

Confederate Flag Returned to its Owner 
The following information appeared in the Dec. 15, 1905 edition of the Dearborn Democrat

For more information, please visit the Camden Point Landmarks Society, at camdenpoint.wordpress.com


