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 ■ The Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri (vol 1.)
A compendium of History and                                 
Biography for Ready Reference 
Edited by Howard L. Conard
Published by: The Southern History Company, 1901

     “Camden Point. – A town of 300 inhabitants in Green 
Township, Platte County, seven miles northeast of Platte 
City, the county seat, on the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railroad. It was laid off in 1848 by M.M. Logue. It 
was first called Camden, but when it became a post office, 
the name was changed to Camden Point. It was the scene 
of a battle fought on July 13, 1864, between a force of four 
hundred Federals from Kansas, under Colonel Jennison and 
Colonel Ford, and a body of Confederates under Colonel 
Thornton, in which the Confederates were routed with a 
loss of six men killed and others wounded. A monument 
was erected to the Confederate dead. Camden Point has 
an orphan school, under the management of the Christian 
denomination, a military institute, a public library and a 
Baptist and Christian Church. The Bank of Camden Point 
has a capital and surplus of $5,270 and depots of $25,000.” 

 ■ The Ecclesiastical Observer (pg 359)
Vol. XXVI, published London, 1873

     “I might premise that I have visited two or three 
other places in Missouri before reaching Sedalia, among 
others Platte City and Camden Point, both situate in 
Platte County, which borders the Missouri river. This 
whole community, before the war, was slaveholding, 
or otherwise interested in slavery. At Camden Point 
is located an orphan school, of which the head is Bro. 
Broadhurst, a pleasant, genial Englishman, and the funds 
and control of the school are entirely supplied by this 
state.”

 ■ Campbell’s gazetteer of Missouri (pg 447)
Edited by R.A. Campbell
Published by R.A. Campbell, 1874

“Camden Point, on the C.R.I. & P.R.R. 7 miles north of 
Platte City, is the seat of the Christian Orphan School, 
now accommodating 125 boarders, of whom ten are 
supported and educated gratuitously. It has several stores 
and a population of about 350.”

 ■ The Encyclopedia of the                                        
Stone-Campbell Movement
Published by: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, Copyright 2004

     “The history of William Woods College can be traced to the 
founding in 1848 of the Female Academy at Camden Point, 
Missouri. The first two principals, Hugh B. Todd and Moses 
E. Lard, were both graduates of Bethany College. Alexander 
Campbell visited the academy in 1853 and commended the 
school for its service. The plight of broken families in the 
aftermath of the Civil War prompted the delegates to the annual 
convention of the Christian Churches in Missouri meeting in 
Columbia in 1868 to approve unanimously the establishment 
of an orphan school in Missouri. Because of Camden Point      
Female Academy’s twenty years of relative success in education, 
it was the most promising location. An eight-acre plot was 
purchased in 1869, and the school opened in 1870 as the  
Female Orphan School.
      Fire destroyed the school in March 1889. When the 
Christian Convention met at Warrensburg that year and 
reviewed the school’s financial situation, the decision was made 
to relocate it to an area more likely to generate growth. Two 
institutions resulted from this decision. Enough of the delegates 
were committed to the Camden Point Academy for it to remain 
in operation, which it did until 1904 when it was incorporated 
as Missouri Christian College. But that majority of the delegates 
decided to accept an offer from the town of Fulton to move the 
academy there. The Female Orphan School of the Christian 
Church of Missouri began its first session in Fulton in the        
fall of 1890.”



 ■ The Christian Monitor
Volume 17 – 1878

     “Bro. A. F Smith has been elected principal of the 
Female Orphan School at Camden Point, Mo.  We 
are glad to learn that Br. Smith has been called to this 
important position; he is well qualified for the place, 
and will no doubt conduct the educational affairs 
of the school with profit to all who may be placed 
under his care and instruction. We are not personally 
acquainted with sister Smith, but from all we have 
heard, we doubt not she will be a help indeed, in this 
institution, and will prove a blessing to the orphan 
and a mother to the motherless.”

 ■ Memorial of J.K. Rogers                          
and Christian College
Edited by O.A. Carr
Published by: John Burns Publishing Co. 
Copyright 1885

     “I, J.K. Rogers, bequeath to the Female Orphan 
School of the Christian Church, now located at 
Camden Point, Platte County, Missouri, the sum of 
five hundred dollars to be added to the endowment 
fund of the school, the principal to be invested in 
good security, and only the annual interest to be 
subject to use by the school.”

 ■ Stories of a country doctor (pg 222)
By Willis Percival King - 1891

     “As I passed through Kansas City I looked over 
toward Camden Point, where the little orphan school 
was located, and chuckled to myself to think what a 
surprise I had in store for the trustees of that school.”

For more information, please visit the 
Camden Point Landmarks Society, at 

camdenpoint.wordpress.com

 ■ Sketches of our pioneers (pg 119-121)
By Frederick Dunglison Power – copyright 1898

     “The first Church of Disciples in Missouri was planted by Allen 
Wright at Antioch, Randolph County, out of which came H.W. 
Haley, T.P. Haley, Alexander Proctor, and others. T.M. Allen moved 
to Boone County, Mo. from Kentucky in 1836. He was born in 
Virginia, October 21, 1797. He was a fine looking man, over six 
feet, weight 180 pounds, with a good voice and commanding style; 
an accomplished, well educated gentleman. He had a fine estate, 
and his eminent social qualities and ample fortunes gave him access 
to the best people. He served in the war of 1812, and was trained as 
a lawyer. B.W. Stone baptized him in 1823 and he was one of the 
original six members of “Old Union,” Fayette County, Ky. Here he 
was ordained. He planted the churches at Paris and Cynthiana.
    After his removal to Missouri he was not only a successful 
businessman and farmer, but a laborious preacher of the Gospel. He 
was constantly traveling and holding meetings. In private houses, 
barns, groves, courthouses, in the halls of the legislature, and in nearly 
all the meetinghouses of the state his voice was heard pleading the 
cause of righteousness and truth, and the union of God’s children by 
returning to apostolic doctrine and practice.
     He was a great friend of education. Bethany College owes him 
much, and the Christian College, of Canton, Mo., was projected by 
him together with D.P. Henderson and others. He also led in the 
establishment of the Camden Point Orphan School. His earthly 
labors closed October 10, 1871.

Moses E. Lard, was one of the early workers in the State of 
Missouri. Born in Bedford County, Tenn., October 29, 1818, his 
parents immigrated to Missouri when he was fourteen. They were 
very poor. At seventeen he was not able to write his name and he 
worked at the tailor’s trade for a living. At twenty-three he head the 
Disciples and accepted the primitive Gospel, and the next year held 
his first meeting, the story of which is told in the first volume of                
Lard’s Quarterly.
     In March of 1845, he entered Bethany College. He had a wife 
and two children and under great pecuniary embarrassment made his 
way through that institution, graduating with distinguished honors. 
He returned to Missouri and entered actively upon the work of             
the ministry. 
      At Liberty and Independence he made his reputation as a writer 
and preacher. While at the former place in 1857, he wrote his 
“Review of Jeter on Campbellism.” Already recognized as the greatest 
preacher among the Disciples in Missouri, this book established his 
reputation as a trenchant and vigorous writer. From Liberty he moved 
to Camden Point, and for a time was president of the college; then 
to St. Joseph, where he preached for several years. He became pastor 
of the Main Street Christian Church, Lexington, and died in 1880.
     Mr. Lard was six feet three inches in height, of large and boy 
frame, small piercing eyes, the mouth of an orator, with strong 
analytical mind, and wonderful heart power. He often carried his 
audiences away by burst of impassioned eloquence.”


