
Meeting Held March 27 - 2011 

Attendees: (around ten people) 

 

We started by talking about the cornerstone to the Camden Point School, and possibly pulling it 

out of the ditch and placing it somewhere where it could be protected. Several stories were then 

shared about the history of the Camden Point School (that burned), and how Ellie (sp?) Cockerill 

was the cook. Mike said his grandfather was a custodian at the school. Janet related a story of her 

second grade teacher, Mrs. Vivian. And how Mrs. Vivian didn’t like to let her students use the 

restroom. Mike told a story of how he had been sent to the principal’s office, and crawled under 

the principal’s desk to hide from him until he left. 

 

Janet said the military academy (of which she had a photo from a relative) used to be behind the 

church. Mike said he could recall a foundation behind the house that stands directly behind the 

church. Janet also noted that she’d read where sometime in the town history, there used to be a 

photographer in town. Mike said there are books around for the lumberyard that was in town, and 

that his grandpa said there were 17 saloons in Camden Point. 

We then discussed the work the Sons of the Confederates do with the memorial, and that 

someone has been doing a bit of mowing (possibly them). Also talked about a marker that the 

SCV would like to place somewhere around the cemetery. However, it was mentioned that they 

would like to have all the local people in the cemetery remembered on a marker of some sort as 

well. 

There was mention of a local property where a couple Confederates are buried. Evidently the 

Confederates stayed in a house that night, and the next day the Union came and killed them, and 

then buried them in the pasture. The property owner might be able to find the graves, as his 

grandfather seemed to know where they were. It was expressed that it might be nice to get the 

location marked, and that there was a member of the society who was a great-grandson of one of 

the individuals who had been buried at the Pleasant Grove Confederate Memorial. 
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Several copies of the Proposal were passed out for Pleasant Grove Cemetery Preservation ideas, 

and the sesquicentennial for 2014. A couple personal stories were shared on growing up in 

Camden Point Baptist, and playing “Civil War” with friends. We also recalled how the 

community came together for the Reenactment, and how Camden Point and the local people are 

an important part of many young people who grow up in this community. It was verified that 

there were two Camden Point Reenactments – one in 1984, and another in 1989. 

Issues discussed: 

 As the cemetery used to be abandoned for a long time, there’s a lot of brush that is very 

stubborn in getting out. The taller grass might need burning off, and that it’s difficult to 

get equipment in there if there are crops. Maybe a weed-eater on wheels would be of 

benefit? 

 Solar security light, and storage shed were well-received ideas. 

 Several liked the idea of stone-steps leading up. But if there’s much work done along 

road, might need to check into county easement line. 

 A marker was talked about – maybe highlighting certain individuals, or an 

overview.  The $2,000 amount was discussed, and the Platte County marker that had been 

placed for Red Crown Tavern (Jim Spawn). Monetary amounts for restoration could 

possibly be raised through the Freedom Festival or County Fair.  (As the Platte Historical 

Society has a table at the Fair, and it’s possible space could be devoted to this effort). 

 There are funds to replace the flag from the Platte Historical Society. Mr. Anderson may 

be a good resource for cemetery restoration. 

 Lu Durham’s “Gone and Forgotten” book as the only resource known in relation to a 

burial plot. (Do sales from Lu’s book go to the cemetery?) 

 Additional help in relation to Scouts, or if extra individuals would like to come out and 

work. All agreed that the church would welcome any help. 

 Keeping a photo book of the work – a before and after record. Website created for 

genealogical purposes? 

 It was also mentioned towards having a service at the cemetery, and historical actors in 

conjunction with a sesquicentennial event (once everything was restored). County 

historical society might be interested in helping with this. The event at Weston in which 

they had done something similar to this was mentioned. 

Next steps: 

 Write a pleasant grove restoration story for Platte Historical newsletter. 

 April 10 is the first cleanup for Spring. Anyone who would like to attend should show up 

sometime around noon. Sandwiches and drink for lunch (provided by church) will be 

available. 

 Attend the upcoming Camden Point city hall meeting, and talk with City Council about 

sesquicentennial and cemetery project. We will then possibly arrange for another meeting 

at the church based on feedback from the city council (as in what the rest of the town 

would want to do). 

 April 17 Historical Society meeting 
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